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authorities. Beaumarchais had said in the piece
that only little men were afraid of little writings.
Many great lords, who were averse to passing for
little men, felt obliged ardently to defend the " Mar-
riage of Figaro." The Baron de Breteuil and all
the members of the society of the Polignacs were
among the warmest defenders of the play. The
manuscript was handed about in high society, and
the most distinguished people touched with rever-
ence the pages fastened with pink ribbons* The
privilege of reading the " Marriage" was much
sought after by fashionable people, and those who
were fortunate enough to have read it were much
envied.

The Grand Duke Paul was one of this number;
he thought the play very amusing, and Catherine II.
offered to have it brought out in Russia. But Beau-
marchais, whose course has been so well described by
M. de Lom&iie in his excellent book, " Beaumar-
chais et son temps," in spite of all his zeal and the
influence of his friends, could not secure the removal
of the prohibition which forbade its performance.
June 12, 1783, he came very near succeeding by sur-
prise. By means of a tacit sufferance, due to the
protection of the Count of Artois, he had been able
to order a rehearsal of the play at the theatre of
Menues Plaisirs; that is to say, in the King's own
theatre. Tickets had been distributed bearing a pic-
ture of Figaro in his dress of an Andalusian barber.
The carriages were beginning to arrive.